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WHAT DOES THE TIMES PUBLISH? 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would be of help 
to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 





BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention.” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound in 
blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 


A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the TIMES. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 
Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 


brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1.25 each. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God’s Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Ourselves and Others. By H. Clay 
Trumbull. 


A choice selection of thought-provoking edi- 
torials on human relations; helpful in develop- 
ing and strengthening Christian character. Pro- 
vides good material for discussion groups. A 
fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper cover, 58 
pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1. 


Victory in Christ. By Charles G. Trum- 
bull. 


Seven messages, in one booklet, on the Vic- 
torious Life that have been a blessing to many 
Christians throughout the world. Includes, ‘‘The 
Life That Wins,” ‘Perils of the Victorious 
Life,” and others. Paper bound, 44 pages, 35 
cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.75, postpaid. 





we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 
us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as 
articles in the Times and were reprinted in individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 
may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. All prices given include postage. 
Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science. By 
May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over a million have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages. 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 

_The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


How Should a Child Be Trained? By 
Bishop J. C. Ryle. 


This reprint, in pamphlet form, of the series 


of eight articles published in the TIMESs- will 
be found most helpful to parents, teachers, 
pastors, and child study groups. 15 cents 
each; $1.50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 per 
hundred. 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true. 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 

The reviews were written by two outstanding 
students of Hebrew and Greek. Dr. Young, at 
the time, was professor of Semitic Languages, 
Literature, and History at Shelton College, 
Ringwood, N. J. (has been appointed director 
of the Israel-American Institute of Biblical 
Studies, Inc., Jerusalem, Israel); Dr. Buswell, 
at the time, was president of Shelton College 
and professor of Philosophy and Theology. 
(He is now Dean of the Graduate School of 
Covenant College.) 10 cents each; 50 cents for 
6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K, Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the TIMES under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 
Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation. 


This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a - ~ 
or 


sheet 81x11 inches. 


There is ample white space on the reverse side 


churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 

A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. he Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1961. 
20 cents each; $2 a dozen; $16 per hundred. 


Index. 
The eight-page TIMES Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 


able for the years 1947 to 1959, inclusive, and 
may be had for 20 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the TIMES in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.50 each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Glorious Liberty 


Are we enjoying all the good things God has given us? 
Many Christians, because of ignorance or partial rebellion, 
are not. Paul tells us that God “hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
One of these benefits is “the glorious liberty of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:21). This thought of liberty through 
God’s grace runs through the Scriptures. David prayed: 
“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 
with thy free spirit” (Psa. 51:12). Note, he did not say 


” 


“my salvation” but “thy salvation,” implying that the work 
is God’s. Speaking to those Jews who believed on Him, the 
Lord Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). In the Epistle to 
the Galatians Paul has much to say about liberty: “But 
Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us 
all” (4:26); “So then, brethen, we are not children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free. Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (4:31; 5:1). 
What are some of the practical outworkings of this divine 
liberty? It frees us from the burden of past sins, because we 
know we are forgiven for Christ’s sake. It clarifies our minds, 
enabling us to enjoy the Bible and see clearly into its deepest 
truths, since distracting thoughts and evil imaginations are 
kept at bay. It delivers us from dwelling on mistakes of the 
past, from unhealthy introspection and self-consciousness, so 


that we are “at leisure from ourselves,” and thus more alert 
to be better witnesses for Christ. We are more interested in 
others, we can understand and sympathize with their troubles 
and perhaps say the right word that will help to lift their 
burden. And one of the greatest blessings of this liberty is 
the deliverance from the abject fear of what others may 
think. But there should be a wholesome concern lest we cause 
weaker brethren to feel free to go on in sin, or bring dis- 
credit on the name Christian. We are commanded to 
“abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). But if 
there is a slavish, nagging fear of what others may think 
of us, the grace of God can deliver us from it. The crown- 
ing glory of liberty in Christ is victory over sin. “Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 
§:16). “Keswick leaders often say that God’s method of 
sanctification is not suppression or eradication, but coun- 
teraction. .. . But, it may be asked, as not even the Chris- 
tian will ever be free from the drive to sin, how can it be 
kept in subjection? Only, answers Keswick, by the coun- 
teracting influence of the Holy Spirit as He is permitted to 
work out in us the death of the cross to sin” (Steven Barabas 
in “So Great Salvation—the History and Message of the 
Keswick Convention”; Marshall, Morgan and _ Scott, 
London). ‘For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:2). 





Lesson for August 14 in this issue 





Lesson 7.—Isaiah’s Vision of the Holy God. 


Christ’s Kingdom Characterized 


Isaiah 6. 
By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 
Helen Frazee-Bower Called Home _............ 584 
Notes on Open Letters: F YOU wish to .know how the Lord ness in the land [earth]” (Jer. 33:15, 
Should a Personal Testimony Be ] is going to rule the world in the Heb.). “And righteousness shall be the 
ne 584 coming age, read the 72nd Psalm. girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
5. Law, Legalism, and Liberty. It is pre-eminently the Kingdom Psalm. _ girdle of his reins” (Isa. 11:5). This 
By Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D. ... 585 Nowhere else in the Bible is more said world has never known that kind of 
God’s Best for Thee. (Poem.) about the Kingdom of Christ in one reign, but it shall, because God “hath 
By Charsten Christensen ...................... 55 chapter than in this. Before the writer appointed a day, in the which he will 
“Law, Legalism, and. Liberty” of this Psalm laid down his pen, he judge the world in righteousness, by 
Sauementens Reading - 586 called the matters he had written about that man whom he hath ordained”; 
Stine Seite tn tee diate eae “wondrous things.” The chief purpose and that “man” is our Lord Jesus Christ 
‘ of Psalm 72 is to set forth the char- (Acts 17:31). 
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acteristics of the coming Kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Then, 


see pith one ben — 1. It will be a righteous Kingdom. 
ig is ‘Setter one That is set forth in verses 1-7. 
ee es in the truest possible sense, “a king 
ernational Uniform Lesson ............ 588-594 shall reign in righteousness, and princes 
CE. Topic—The Christian Message in shall rule in judgment” (Isa. 32:1). 
Art. By John W. Lane, Jr. _............. 594 “In those days, and at that time, will I 
What the Bookshelves Show ................... 595 [God] cause the Branch of righteous- 
For Family Worship. ness to grow up unto David; and he 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. ........ 596 shall execute judgment and righteous- 








In this “righteous” Kingdom there 
will be “peace.” But it will be a peace 
“by righteousness.” There can be no 
enduring peace without righteousness. 
That is the plain teaching of Psalm 72. 
Therefore, the present plea for “peace- 
ful co-existence” is a misnomer; it can- 
not operate. Peace cannot be the 
product of a compromise with falsehood 
and wrong, but can only come as the 
result of righteousness. 





In that Kingdom the great “oppres- 
sor” shall be put away: “He [the king’s 
son] ... shall break in pieces the op- 
pressor” (v. 4). Satan will then be 
in the “bottomless pit” (Rev. 20:1-3), 
and Christ shall reign, and “in his days 
shall the righteous flourish; and abun- 
dance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth” (v. 7). 

2. Christ’s Kingdom will be a uni- 
versal Kingdom (vv. 8-11). The words 
of the Holy Spirit in two of these 
verses are so important and far-reach- 
ing that I want to give them to you. 
“He shall have dominion also from sea 
to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth ... Yea, all kings 
shall fall down before him: all na- 
tions shall serve him” (vv. 8, 11). 
Those words declare the universal mon- 
archy of the Lord Jesus. Then the Holy 
Spirit-inspired prophecy of Balaam 
shall be fulfilled: “Out of Jacob shall 
come he that shall have dominion” 
(Num. 24:19). Then “all kings” and 
“all nations” shall come under His rule 
and reign. The prophet Daniel was 
given a vision of this very same King- 
dom: “I saw in the night visions, and, 
behold, one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him” (Dan. 7: 
13, 14). Never yet has that Kingdom 
been seen on earth, but it will when 
this 72nd Psalm is fulfilled. John the 
Revelator was given a vision of this 
universal, Messianic Kingdom: “And 
the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, 
The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever” (Rev. 11:15). Can you visualize 
it? Can you resist the impulse to pray 
the most comprehensive prayer in the 
Bible—“Thy kingdom come’? 

In Zechariah 9:9, 10 the promise of 
this universal dominion to our Lord 
Jesus Christ is repeated. Verse 9 of 
that chapter was fulfilled in the Lord’s 
first coming; verse 10 will be fulfilled 
at His coming again. God’s repetitions 
are for emphasis, therefore read this, 
please: “And his dominion shall be 
from sea even to sea, and from the 
river to the ends of the earth.” 

3. The Kingdom of our Lord will be 
beneficent (vv. 12-14). All will benefit 
by it! When our Lord and Saviour 
was here the first time, in the days of 
His flesh, He was very especially so- 
licitous for the poor and needy. When 
He said to Judas at the time of the last 
Passover: “That thou doest, do 
quickly,” the disciples could think of 
only two things He had in mind, and 
one of them was “that he should give 
something to the poor.” The Lord was 
so in the habit of doing that, it came 
readily to the thoughts of His dis- 
ciples. What will it be like when He 
is King down here! “The poor and 
needy” will have their day then, and 
will be the special object of His care. 
Now they cry, and find few or none to 


584 (4) 


help: then “he shall deliver the needy 
when he crieth, the poor also, and him 
that hath no helper” (v. 12). Christ is 
the poor man’s King. He will be that in 
a special way in the time of His King- 
dom on earth. 

Good and kind as a monarch might 
be in an earthly kingdom, all the sub- 
jects do not benefit from it; but all of 
every class and rank will benefit from 
the rule and reign of Christ.. Such is 
the teaching of verses 12-14 in this 
Kingdom Psalm. 

4. Christ’s Kingdom will be perpetual 
(vv. 15-17). The world has known 
some long reigns, such as that of 63 
years, of Queen Victoria. But it came 
to an end. For some years I lived 
under her reign, and saw her, and wit- 
nessed her funeral procession; but 
“good” as her reign has been called, it 
could not endure. There is a reign 
coming that will not end, but “endure 
for ever.” That reign is the one of 
Christ. 

No wonder the penman of this Psalm 
calls the characteristics of the King- 
dom of Christ “wondrous things” (v. 
18). He wrote about them under di- 
vine inspiration, felt them in his soul, 
and longed for them to come to pass. 
His soul was so filled with ecstasy that 
he burst out in a glorious doxology 
and prayer for the “wondrous things” 
he had just penned! “Blessed be his 
glorious name for ever: and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory; 
Amen, and Amen” (v. 19). 

And when the “wondrous things” of 
this 72nd Psalm are fulfilling and are 
in operation on this earth, then “the 
prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended” (v. 20): then all he longed for, 
all he aspired for, all he prayed for, 
will be swallowed up in the answer, 








Helen Frazee-Bower Called 
Home 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

readers will learn, with a real sense 
of loss, of the Home-going, on June 25, 
of Helen Frazee-Bower, after a brief 
illness. Her beautiful poems have ap- 
peared frequently in the pages of the 
TIMES since 1924. After having been 
struck by an automobile in November, 
1955, Mrs. Bower was almost completely 
paralyzed, but in spite of physical suf- 
fering and pain, her buoyant spirit and 
cheerful Christian witness continued to 
bring courage and comfort to countless 
thousands through her verse and short 
articles. 

Her work has appeared in many re- 
ligious publications and in The Satur- 
day Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal, 
and Good Housekeeping. A collection 
of her poems under the title, “Garment 
of Praise,” was published in 1956 by 
Bruce Humphries, Inc., Boston, and in 
1958 a volume of stories for children, 
“God’s Trees and Other Stories to Tell,” 
was published by Moody Press, Chicago. 
For some time before her death, Mrs. 
Bower and her husband, a musician, 
were collaborating on words and music 
for hymns and Gospel songs. 


for then the King and the Kingdom 
“shall be as the light of the morning, 
when the sun riseth, even a morning 


without clouds; as the tender grass 
springing out of the earth by clear 
shining after rain” (2 Sam. 23:4). O 
Lord, Thy Kingdom come! The King- 
dom that shall be righteous, and uni- 
versal, and beneficent, and perpetual! 
Emperor Napoleon’ Bonaparte said, 
while waiting for death: “I die before 
my time, and my body will be given 
back to the earth. Such is the fate of 
him who has been called the great 
Napoleon. What an abyss between my 
deep misery and the eternal Kingdom 
of Christ!” 


Soon may our King appear, 
Haste, bright millennial year; 
We live to bring it near; 
Thy Kingdom come. 
—aA. B. Simpson 








a> Notes on- 
si >Open letters 








Should a Personal Testimony 
Be Demanded? 


I have a problem that is very dis- 
tressing to me, and would like to 
have you discuss it in the Notes on 
Open Letters column in the Times. 

I have a grandson who is sixteen 
and who is a pianist and also a 
drummer. He plays the drum in a 
high school band, and also with a 
group of boys who occasionally play 
for dances in the homes of friends. 
This boy gave his heart to the Lord 
when he was twelve years of age 
and went to Christian camps every 
year afterward, and when visiting 
with me always testified to feeling 
so good and he sang Gospel choruses 
all the way home. 

A year ago he moved to California 
and his parents joined a —— church 
where the minister evidently does 
not believe in transfer of member- 
ship by letter but demands a per- 
sonal testimony in prayer meeting 
before individuals are accepted into 
church membership. My grandson 
did not want to do this, so is deprived 
of church membership. This minister 
has talked with my grandson and 
has him believing that he never was 
saved and only has a head knowledge 
of salvation because he loves rock 
and roll music. He says if he really 
is saved, that will all be taken away 
and my grandson is very confused 
and does not take communion. My 
heart was broken when he sat beside 
me in September, when I was visiting, 
and did not take communion. 

I talked with the minister and told 
him that I thought it wrong to de- 
prive a young boy of church mem- 
bership and communion because he 


(Continued on page 595) 
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5. Law, Legalism, and Liberty 


What is liberty? 


IBERTY is not the opposite of 
A legalism. We have seen in this 

series that law is everywhere in 
the world and in the Bible. We have 
shown, too, that legalism is not the law 
itself, but a fleshly attitude toward 
whatever standards are in force at a 
given time. Since legalism is basically 
an attitude, liberty cannot be the op- 
posite of legalism, for liberty is a posi- 
tion of freedom from restraint. The 
exact opposite of liberty is slavery (cf. 
Rom. 6:22; 2 Pet. 2:19). Christian lib- 
erty is the new position in Christ of 
freedom from the bondage of sin and of 
the flesh. One can be in this position of 
liberty and have a fleshly, self-glorify- 
ing attitude toward it which would be 
legalism. Position and attitude are not 
the same; therefore, liberty is not the 
opposite of legalism but of slavery or 
bondage. 


A. THE Facets oF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 


Christian liberty has several facets to 
it, which, together, form the total posi- 
tion into which the believer has been 
brought in Christ. 

1. In Relation to Salvation—The most 
important component of Christian lib- 
erty is the freedom to be able to be 
justified by faith in Christ. What the 
law could not do is now free to be done 
in Christ, for “by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight” (Rom. 3:20). In Antioch in 
Pisidia, early in his ministry, Paul 
preached this freedom to be _ saved, 
“And by him all that believe are jus- 
tified from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:39). The whole church 
debated this matter in the first council 
at Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-29), for some 
were insisting on circumcision as an ad- 
dition to faith in order to be saved. In 
writing of this occasion later, Paul ac- 
cuses the Judaizers of spying out his 
liberty “that they might bring us into 
bondage” (Gal. 2:4). Liberty is the mes- 
Sage of the grace of God in Christ; 
bondage is the attempt to use the law 
for salvation. This difference between 
faith and works, or liberty and bondage, 
is at the heart of Paul’s use of the 
Stories of Sarah and Hagar in Galatians 
4:24-31. It was the basis of the Lord’s 
denunciation of the Pharisees: “Then 
said Jesus to those Jews which believed 
on him, If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. . . . If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free in- 
deed” (John 8:31, 32, 36). The liberty 


of being justified by faith has freed us 
forever from the yoke of bondage of the 
law (Acts 15:10; Gal. 5:1). 

2. In Relation to Holy Living.—Chris- 
tian liberty also brings to the believer 
the freedom to be a slave of righteous- 
hess (Rom. 6:18). 


Such liberty does not 
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By CHARLES C. RYRIE, Th.D., Ph.D. 


place a Christian in the position of be- 
ing able to live as he pleases; it is not 
license. It does place us in the position 
of being able to live as God pleases, a 
freedom which we did not have as un- 
regenerate people. This will be devel- 
oped later. 

3. In Relation to Glorification—The 
future position of the Christian in glory 
is also called liberty (Rom. 8:21). This 
will be shared by the creation also 
when Christ sets up His Kingdom. No- 
tice that in this passage liberty is again 
contrasted with bondage or slavery. It 
is the position in which we shall be 
able to worship and serve God free from 
the very presence of sin. 

In none of these relationships is lib- 
erty unrestricted. Justification liberty 
is not freedom to be saved in any way 
man may please; sanctification liberty is 
not license to live as we choose; nor is 
glorification liberty other than freedom 
from the bondage of the presence of sin 
so that we may give wholehearted 
praise and service to God throughout 
eternity. 


B. THE LIMITATION OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 

If liberty is not unrestricted, then 
how is it limited? The answer to this 
question is particularly important in 
relation to sanctification, for unre- 
stricted liberty is license, and wrongly 
restricted liberty is legalism. Rightly 
restricted liberty is limited by love 
(Gal. 5:13). 

What is love? Usually we think of 
it as an emotional expression in kind 
acts. Certainly love is this sort of kind- 
ness, but the definition is not inclusive 
enough. The mother who loves to cud- 
dle her child is quick to express that 
same love by slapping the little hand 
that reaches out to touch a hot stove. 
This act springs from love also, for love 
is sometimes corrective because it wants 
to do good. Thus love is doing good to 
the one loved. 

But what is good? The Christian will 
realize that ultimate good must be 
linked to the will of God. Good cannot 
be simply what one or more individuals 
might desire or think it to be, for such 
would conflict with others’ ideas of 
good; but good is the outworking of the 
purposes of God, for all things in His 
will work together for good. Thus good 








God's Best for Thee 


By Charsten Christensen 


ITHOUT due haste, yet with no 
rest, ‘ 

God plans and will provide thy best. 
He sees beginning, middle, end, 
And from it all thy best will blend. 
Fret not; thy life God’s ages spans— 
There are no flaws in Heaven’s plans. 
Do well thy part; walk near His side— 
He will for thee thy best provide. 





is the will of God; love is seeking the 
will of God for the one loved; and Chris- 
tian liberty must be restricted by such 
love. 

Love-limited liberty will show itself 
in the believer’s actions. This is the 
basis of the principle of 1 Corinthians 
8:13. Paul answers in the affirmative 
the question of whether or not Chris- 
tians should eat meat offered to idols. 
Since an idol is nothing (1 Cor. 8:4), 
meat offered to nothing could scarcely 
have been contaminated; therefore, it is 
quite permissible to eat it. However, he 
goes on to say, not everyone knows that, 
and some eat it as though it had been 
offered to something and thereby had 
been contaminated. Thus, although one 
has liberty to eat, since the exercise of 
that liberty might stumble a weaker 
brother, that liberty will gladly be re- 
stricted for the sake of a_ brother’s 
spiritual growth. To eat under these 
circumstances would be not only a 
sin (1 Cor. 8:12); it would also be legal- 
ism, for it would be a gratification of the - 
flesh and a self-glorification in the parad- 
ing of a perverted liberty. 

Love-limited liberty will also mani- 
fest itself in the believer’s attitude. 
Too often we can curb our actions with- 
out changing our attitude toward the 
weaker brother whose very weakness re- 
stricts the use of our liberty. The 
wrong attitude is the despising of the 
weaker brother by the stronger brother 
(Rom. 14:3a). Likewise, the weaker 
brother can exhibit a wrong attitude by 
judging the stronger brother (Rom. 14: 
3b). We should remember that each of 
us will have to answer to God for our 
own actions, not someone else’s. e 


C. THE POWER OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 


Christian liberty offers the believer 
the power to become a servant of right- 
eousness. Liberty, we have said, is the 
opposite of slavery, and Christian lib- 
erty is the new position of freedom from 
slavery to sin (Rom. 6:17-22). Notice 
again that this freedom is not unre- 
stricted, for it is a freedom to become a 
slave to righteousness. The new posi- 
tion enables us to serve God instead of 
self. Liberty channels the power of 
God through our lives in service for 
Him. 

Paul himself is the best example of 
this channeling of freedom into service. 
He testifies: “For though I be free from 
all men, yet have I made myself serv- 
ant unto all, that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews; to them that 
are under the law, as under the law, that 
I might gain them that are under the 
law; to them that are without law, as 
without law, (being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ,) that 
I might gain them that are without law. 
To the weak became I as weak, that I 
might gain the weak: I am made all 
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things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some” (1 Cor. 9:19-22). This 
is not an example of “when in Rome do 
as the Romans do.” Paul is not demon- 
strating two-facedness or multifaced- 
ness, but rather he is testifying of a 
constant, restrictive self-discipline in 
order to be able to serve all sorts 
of men. Just as a narrowly chan- 
neled stream is more powerful than 
an unbounded, marshy swamp, so re- 
stricted liberty results in more powerful 
testimony for Christ. The Colorado 
River is a lazy stream in many places, 
but where it flows through the gorges of 
the Grand Canyon it is a fast-flowing, 
powerful, and often dangerous river. 
Believers could well learn a lesson from 
nature relative te their service. 


D. THe Propuct oF LIBERTY 


Liberty, limited by love, results in true 
spirituality. One is spiritual when 
Christ is seen in the life, for the fruit of 
the Spirit is a portraiture of our Lord 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). And He who had free- 
dom, limited only by the nature of God 
Himself, voluntarily took upon Himself 
the restrictions of the form of a servant 
in order that He might serve humanity. 
His liberty was limited by love, and 
“greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13). 

The servant is not greater than his 
master. Liberty has brought us into a 
position in Christ as those justified by 
faith. Liberty guarantees a prospect for 
the future in our deliverance from the 
presence of sin. Liberty certainly ought 
to exhibit itself daily in our practice. 
The life of liberty is a life of service, 
following the example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “We then that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 





“Law, Legalism, and 
Liberty” 
Supplementary Reading 
“The Law of Liberty in the Spir- 
itual Life,” by Evan H. Hopkins, an 
American reprint by The Sunday 
School Times Co., is regarded by 
many as a classic of holy living 
and the deeper spiritual life. The 
late Mr. Fred Mitchell, of the 
English Keswick Convention and 
China Inland Mission, states in the 
preface that “it has been rightly 
regarded as the textbook of the 

Keswick Convention.” 

In this one-hundred-twenty- 
eight-page book, Mr. Hopkins dis- 
cusses sin, release from God’s 
condemnation, nature of the Chris- 
tian life, liberty, sanctification, 
conformity to Christ, spiritual 
power, watchfulness, conflict of the 
two natures, and the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Readers who have been follow- 
ing Dr. Ryrie’s series on Law, 
Legalism, and Liberty will find 
“The Law of Liberty in the Spir- 
itual Life” a rewarding supple- 
ment. Hard-bound copies may be 
purchased at $1.50 each from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 
North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 
5, Pa. 











not to please ourselves. Let every one 
of us please his neighbour for his good 
to edification. For even Christ pleased 
not himself” (Rom. 15: 1-3a). 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Believers Behind the Iron Curtain 


* 


AT actually goes on behind the 
Iron Curtain that separates some 
two hundred million people of eastern 
Europe from the free nations of the 
West? Is the Gospel of Jesus Christ be- 
ing preached in these lands? What is the 
condition of the Church of Jesus Christ 
as it exists under Communist rule? 
These are some of the questions that oc- 
curred to me as I visited the regions of 
eastern Europe during my recent sur- 
vey of missionary work on the Con- 
tinent. 

My interest, however, in eastern 
Europe goes beyond ordinary curiosity, 
for I have been praying for the Slavs 
and the Russian people for over twenty 
years and have a God-given concern to 
reach them with the Gospel. This con- 
cern came through the ministry of the 
late Rev. G. P. Raud who began a work 
in Estonia in 1904, which today is the 
Bible Christian Union. 

In the evaluation of religious freedom 
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Polish Protestants have partial freedom 


By EUGENE L. ALGER 
Bible Christian Union 


in Poland, two things must be kept in 
mind for the Christian reader in North 
America. First, Poland has been for 
centuries predominantly Roman Catho- 
lic. I must say also that Polish Catholics 
are ‘practicing Catholics,’ in contrast to 
many in western Europe who are Ro- 
man Catholics in name only. Second, 
Protestants in Poland have never had 
religious freedom as we know it in 
America. They have always been a mi- 
nority group and have always been 
persecuted for their faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

In September I received a visa from 
the Polish Government to travel freely 
in that land ruled by the Communists. 
Along with a co-worker, Rev. John 
Moseley, missionary of the Bible Chris- 
tian Union in Frankfurt, Germany, I 
drove to Berlin, across East Germany 
and entered Poland at Stubice on the 
border of East Germany. We were some- 
what anxious during this crossing of East 





Germany, as we were dealing with a 
government that is quite unpredictable, 
but we were conscious of the support 
of the Lord and the prayers of many 
friends in the United States and western 
Europe. 

We made our journey across Poland, 
driving from west to east, visiting evan- 
gelical pastors, talking with them freely, 
preaching in their churches, and taking 
many pictures without difficulty. We 
visited the people, ate their food, slept 
in their beds, and enjoyed to the full 
the generous fellowship and hospitality 
of God’s children. 

In Warsaw the Bible House (British 
and Foreign Bible Society) has been 
open since 1946. It is located on one of 
the main streets of this city that was 85 
per cent destroyed by the Nazis. Its 
windows display the open Bible, and 
throughout the day many people stop 
to read the Word of God. Over 25,000 
Bibles were sold through this depot last 
year, and nearly 1,000,000 Bibles, New 
Testaments and Scripture portions have 
been sold and distributed since 1946. 
We were encouraged to find that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Poland has also 
translated the Bible and has sold over 
1,000,000 copies during the last ten years. 
This free circulation of the Word of God 
is great cause for thanksgiving. 

The churches are open in Poland. 
Protestants gather for regular services, 
prayer meetings, and Sunday schools. 
We held meetings at various hours and 
on several days of the week. It was 
indeed thrilling to hear these children 
of God sing the hymns of the Gospel. 
What a joy to preach the Gospel in 
these churches and Gospel halls! The 
people gather in unheated buildings 
with few physical comforts. They are 
just happy to hear the Word of God. 
In every church we found prominently 
displayed the motto: “We Preach Christ 
Crucified.” 

One Sunday after the morning serv- 
ice in Warsaw, we traveled throughout 
the afternoon and arrived at a place 
called Bielsk Podlaski. The people 
gathered at 5 p.m. but we did not ar- 
rive until 5:30. We preached, they sang, 
we preached some more, they sang again, 
and then they asked for another mes- 
sage! The meeting lasted three hours. 
Often it seems to be a case of how long 
the preacher can last! 

These are the common laboring peo- 
ple, many peasant farmers, having only 
the bare necessities of life, yet possess- 
ing all things in Jesus Christ. How 
wonderful it was to witness the power 
of the Gospel among these people! 

The services were attended by young 
and old alike. We looked into the faces 
of the aged and saw reflected some of 
the trials and sufferings of former days 
of war and privation. Each one could 
tell of the grace of God that is sufficient 
for every need. We saw reflected the 
true hope for the future in the faces of 
the young people. There were many 
young married couples with their chil- 
dren, whose real and steadfast hope is 
in Jesus Christ. 

We preached in the cities of Bialstok, 
Warsaw, Lodz, and Posen, as well as in 
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the villages of eastern Poland. In War- 
saw a large new Baptist church is under 
construction, and a seminary will be 
opened next year. True, there are prob- 
lems and needs. But the Polish be- 
lievers are thankful for the measure of 
freedom they have and for the protec- 
tion they have as a minority religious 
group. They seek to preserve their 
present privileges, and they hope for in- 
creased liberty and blessing for the fu- 
ture. Poland has been described -as “a 
country on a tightrope.” The Poles do 
not make good Communists. The Rus- 
sians have made certain concessions in 
order to have peace in Poland. The 


Men in the Nursery 


ee O, IM sorry,” a young mother in 

a Nashville, Tennessee, church 
answered when approached as a pros- 
pective worker in the Sunday school 
Nursery Department. “My husband just 
won’t come to Sunday school at all if he 
has to sit by himself.” 

More and more frequently, this 
church and others are coming back with 
the answer, “Bring him with you to the 
Nursery Department. His help is 
needed, too.” And more and more men 
are being enlisted. 

A number of advantages are present- 
ing themselves since men have been 
added to the staff, both from the stand- 
point of the men themselves and of the 
churches. 

Not the least, of course, is the fact 
that a man can just naturally manage 
some children more easily than a 
woman can. Some children are “Daddy’s 
little boy” and “Daddy’s little girl,” and 
will respond more readily to the gentle 
firmness of a man than to the sweet 
tones of a “mother” voice. 

A chubby little spoiled child like 
Bobby may begin to cry soon after 
Mother has departed for her own class. 
He may even lie down on the floor and 
kick for emphasis. A man is much 
more of a match for his forty-five or 
fifty pounds of wiggling humanity. He 
can pick him up in his arms and firmly 
say, “Now let’s stop that crying,” and in 
a few minutes Bobby will be happily 
playing with other children. 

Besides the fact that adding men to 
the staff increases the number of needed 
workers, there is also the advantage to 
the department that men notice more 
of the repair jobs needed in equipment 
and materials. At the same time, they 
are able to do the jobs or to delegate 
them. 

A frayed cord on the record player 
flashes a danger signal to the alert man. 
That table with the wobbly leg is a 
cinch for a man to fix, too—or the chair 
with the weak leg that could cause a 
painful tumble for a child. 

Representing the business voice of the 
church, men who thus become aware of 
the needs of the Nursery Department 


July 30, 1960 (Lesson for August 14) 


Russians do not want uprisings in Po- 
land like the Hungarian incidents. The 
Poles do not want Russian soldiers in 
their land. So there is a delicate bal- 
ance in Poland between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Communist 
Party, with an uneasy peace. 

The Protestant believers are enjoying 
a measure of peace and freedom that 
they have never before known, and they 
are thankful to God. Let us rejoice with 
them as the Gospel goes forth. Let us 
pray for them that they may have con- 
tinued wisdom and grace for every 
need. 
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Department 


By MARIE MANIRE CHAPMAN 


for additional or improved equipment 
will present these needs to the church. 

For the man, the experience of being 
loved and trusted by the affectionate 
little ones can be a real morale booster. 
Too shy to teach a class of older chil- 
dren, he forgets himself where the 
three-year-olds look to him with happy 
confidence. 

He can even become distinguished as 
an assistant who helps serve the orange 
juice to the toddlers, as one worker did. 
He was driving slowly through the res- 
idential area near his church where a 
group of children were playing in a 
yard. A little girl ran to her mother, 
pointing to him and exclaiming, “Oh, 
Mother—there goes the orange juice 
man!” 

In some churches, men are efficiently 
serving in the infant nursery. They have 
shown themselves as capable of prepar- 
ing formulas and quieting crying babies 
as the ladies. Here again, some men are 
serving their church in a place where 
they are not required to speak or teach, 
and yet are performing a needed task. 

For the most successful approach to 
the child, experienced men workers in 
the Nursery Department have found 
that eye-level conversation with the 
children helps. Instead of towering 
above them, the men are thus more 
nearly a part of their world. Squatting 
down to talk with each child as he ar- 
rives, one nursery host puts the child at 
ease, calling each by name and men- 
tioning some personal interest. 

“Good morning, Jack,” he greets the 
little boy with his finger swathed in 
bandages. “What in the world hap- 
pened to your finger?” And he listens 
attentively to the tale of woe about the 
sharp knife and the stitches necessary. 

Sometimes a man gets along with the 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


little boys because he remembers the 
boys’ tendency to enjoy rougher sports. 
Donnie, for instance, had become a 
problem child in class. He was inventing 
new and better ways to create disburb- 
ances. A man worker came on the 
scene just as he was in the midst of a 
noise-making effort. 

“Let’s go for a walk in the yard, 
Donnie,” Mr. Jones suggested. They 
had not walked far until the youngster 
picked up a rock and tossed it into the 
air. 

“That can be fun, can’t it?” the man 
commented, and tossed one into the air, 
too. Donnie laughed with delight. The 
rock-tossing game continued for a few 
minutes, then the two returned to the 
Nursery classroom. Donnie was con- 
tent to play with the children and to 
co-operate, feeling that someone under- 
stood him. 

To the church, there is the advantage 
that during their most formative years, 
little children are being impressed with 
the fact that Christianity and church at- 
tendance are not something for “women 
and children only.” Men are a part of 
their church life, too. 


GOODLETTSVILLE, TENN. 
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Children at Home 


Mr. Ding Dong Bell 
By Doris DeTar 


UNDAY morning was the happiest 

time in the life of Mr. Ding Dong, 
the old church bell. At that time Mr. 
Ramsickle would pull his long rope. 
Mr. Ramsickle would pull the rope 
down. “Ding,” the old bell would say. 
Mr. Ramsickle would let the rope go 
up. “Dong,” the old bell would say. 

“Ding, dong. Ding, dong. It’s time to 
come to Sunday school. Ding dong. 
Ding dong.” 

And from all directions the little boys 
and girls would come running. The fat 
ones and the thin ones. The short ones 
and the tall ones. The light-haired ones 
and the dark-haired ones. Until every 
classroom was full of boys and girls. 
Then the old church bell would rest for 
another week. 

But one day Mr. Ramsickle climbed to 
the belfry and said very sadly, “Old 
Ding Dong Bell, we won’t be needing 
you any more. The church people are 
going to install chimes. The chimes will 
play beautiful hymns instead of just 
saying ‘Ding dong.’ The music will be 
heard all through the town and will tell 
the people to come to church and the 
boys and girls to come to Sunday school. 
I will not get to pull your rope any 
more. Miss Melody, the organist, will 
play the chimes instead.” 

“Oh, Mr. Ramsickle,” Ding Dong cried. 
“What will happen to me if I can never 
more call the boys and girls to Sunday 
school. Will you take me down and 
throw me away?” 

“Oh, no, Mr. Ding Dong. That is what 


(Continued on page 594) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple. 

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. 

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lorp of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lorp 
of hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live 
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ISAIAH’S VISION OF THE HOLY GOD 


Isaiah 6; printed text, verses 1-10 


Golden Text.—Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of 


his glory.—Isa. 6:3 


coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar: 

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged. 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am J; 
send me. ; 

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, 
and convert, and be healed. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


F A servant of God is to be success- 

ful in causing others to see and to 

hear, then he must experience both 
of these in his own soul; for God 
would not have his servants to be the 
purveyors of mere theoretical truth, but 
truth that the prophet has realized in 
practical experience. 

This was true in the case of Moses 
(Exod. 3:1-10); of Joshua (Josh. 5:13- 
15); of Jeremiah (Jer. 1); of Ezekiel 
(Ezek. 1:1-3); and Paul the apostle 
(Acts 9). 

The vision and the voice that Isaiah 
saw and heard were thoroughly revo- 
lutionizing. He was never the same 
again. He saw the glory of God. Then 
he saw the depravity of his own heart. 
Finally he saw.a sinful and lost world. 
He looked up; he looked in; and he 
looked out. When he looked up, he 
saw a throne and Him who sat on it. 
This caused him to tremble. When he 
looked in he saw a black and sinful 
heart, and he trembled more. When 
he looked out he saw a needy multitude, 
and cried, “Send me!” 


Verse by Verse 


Isa. 6:1—“In the year that king Uz- 
ziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple.” Let us 
notice that the prophet gives us the 
date of his great vision: It was the 
year that King Uzziah died. It will 
be recalled that Uzziah was one of 
Judah’s great kings. He had won re- 
nown for his military, commercial, and 
spiritual successes. But at the very 
height of his power he transgressed 
against the Lord and was smitten with 
leprosy. The year in which he died 


588 (8) 





was one that brought gloom to the 
nation. In the midst of these discour- 
aging circumstances, when earthly 
thrones were tottering, Isaiah lifted up 
his eyes and beheld a throne that never 
totters and a King who never fails or 
abdicates. 


Verse 2—“Above it stood the sera- 
phims: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered. his face, and with 
twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly.” There are various 
ranks in the angelic order. There are 
the holy angels, cherubim, seraphim 
and the archangel. The word “sera- 
phim” means “burning one,” and sug- 
gests the all-consuming holiness of God. 

Notice that of their six wings only 
two are used for service. The two 
which cover the face might suggest 
worship, while the two that cover the 
feet might suggest the holy walk. 


Verse 3—“‘And one cried unto an- 
other, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory.” This threefold antiphonal 
cry might suggest the three equally 
holy persons of the Godhead, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
The essential nature of this holy Trin- 
ity is proclaimed throughout that en- 
tire sphere. But what of the last few 
words of this verse? Does this not 
contradict the grim facts? We live in 
a world of groans, wails, tears, and 
death. Surely this does not proclaim 
His glory! True, but all of this anguish 
that is a bitter consequence of sin will 
soon be banished, for the Lord will 
return to earth, and it will then “be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 


Verse 4—“‘And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried, 
and the house was filled with smoke.” 
This 


awesome proclamation moved 


even inanimate things. Created things 
are His things, and they respond to 
His voice. When Jesus died at Cal- 
vary all nature convulsed, and even 
the heavens became black. Smoke in 
Scripture sometimes indicates God’s 
anger (see Deut. 29:20; Psa. 74:1; Rev. 
19:3), but it also symbolizes His pres- 
ence and His glory (see Exod. 40:34; 
Rev. 15:8). We believe that in this 
passage it is indicative of His holy 
presence. 


Verse 5—“Then said I, Woe is me! 
for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts.” In the light of this 
dazzling glory Isaiah became painfully 
aware of his deep sinfulness. This 
heart outcry is- not so much a con- 
demnation of his ways as it is a con- 
demnation of himself. It was not a 
question of what he had done; but 
rather what he was. As with Daniel 
later on, his comeliness was turned 
into corruption. He who sits on the 
throne is indeed the King, Jehovah of 
hosts. No unholiness could bear the 
light of His presence. 


Verse 6.—“Then flew one of the sera- 
phims unto me, having a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with 
the tongs from off the altar.” Genuine 
repentance on the part of Isaiah brought 
an immediate remedy: then flew one 
of the seraphims. God delights in 
mercy. The father of the prodigal ran 
to meet him. 

Notice that the live coal is taken 
from the altar. It had first served to 
burn the sacrifice. 


Verse 7—“And he laid it upon my 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips and thy sin purged.” 


The remedy is applied to his lips be- 
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cause he had confessed that these were 
unclean (v. 5). “Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh”; 
therefore unclean lips declare an un- 
clean heart. The mouth is simply the 
lid over the polluted well below. The 
live coal, having first participated in 
the sacrifice, can now be applied to 
the defiled lips, and the sin be atoned 
for and purged. Hence, we see that 
we cannot be fit to appear before the 
throne of God unless we have first 
been cleansed at the altar. 


Verse 8—“Also I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me.” These words 
declare both divine sovereignty and 
human responsibility. “Whom shall I 
send?”—Here is divine sovereignty. 
“Who will go for us?”—Here is human 
responsibility. Both of these are pre- 
sented in Scripture in perfect balance. 
The prophet responds immediately. He 
who has just been cringing and shrink- 
ing from the divine presence now 
gladly volunteers his service. The 
cleansing has been complete, and the 
purging thorough. 

Verse 9—“And he said, Go, and tell 
this people, Hear ye indeed, but under- 
stand not; and see ye indeed, but per- 
ceive not.” The prophet’s errand was 
to be a sad one. His message would 
be extremely unpopular. Indeed, it 
would but blind and deafen people. 


Verse 10.—“Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and 
convert, and be healed.” This sounds 
very strange, for we should have ex- 
pected the very opposite. Does the 
Gospel not open men’s eyes and ears? 
Does it not make the heart soft and 
Tesponsive? Does it not open the mind 
to spiritual things? The answer lies 
entirely in the response of the hearer. 
If heart and will are responsive, then 
it certainly produces all of these glori- 
ous results. If, on the other hand, 
there is refusal on the part of the 
hearer, then the truth has a hardening 
effect. This passage should be read in 
the light of John 12: 36-40. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The fundamental principles of all 
true service involve a threefold vision: 
we must see the altar, the throne, and 
a needy world. 

Many years later the Holy Spirit 
through John asserts that when Isaiah 
caught this vision it was of the very 
glory of Christ. “These things said 
Esaias, when he saw his glory and spake 
of him” (John 12:41). If we are to give 
a stabilizing message to an unstable 
world we must first be filled with a 
conviction that the Lord Jesus is glori- 
fied upon the Father’s throne, and that 
all authority in Heaven and in earth 
is in His hand. 

But the sight of His holiness and 
glory will only make us painfully aware 
of our own sinful inadequacy. There- 
fore, we must know by way of personal 
experience the cleansing power of His 





July 30, 1960 (Lesson for August 14) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


6. August 7.—God’s Love for His Chil- 
dren. Hosea 11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. August 21.—Isaiah Denounces Social 
and Personal Evils (Temperance). 
Isaiah 5:1-24 











cross. Only then will we be fitted and 
ready to volunteer to go to a lost and 
sinful world. The vision and the voice 
will prepare us for the valley! 

It is because of all this that none of 
the seraphim could volunteer or be 
commissioned to undertake this service. 
Having never known the defilement of 
sin, they could never experience re- 
demption. The true servants of the 
Lord must be those who have under- 
gone both experiences. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The vision of the Lord on the throne 
(Isa. 6: 1-4) 

2. The vision of the altar and the coal 
(vv. 5-7) 

3. The vision of the multitudes and the 
message (vv. 8-10) 


Topics for Development 


The Twofold Effect of Truth. We 
have noticed that the prophet’s mes- 
sage seems to be very discouraging 
and gloomy. Why should it deafen, 
blind, and harden? The answer lies 
in the response of the hearers. Truth 
which may be known intellectually but 
which is refused by the will always has 
a hardening effect. The same sun that 
melts the wax hardens the clay. 

Study John 12:36-40. Notice the 
words of verse 39, “They could not be- 
lieve.” This is startling. Why was it 
impossible for these people to believe 
the message? The answer lies in the 
fact that although the Lord Jesus had 
performed so many miracles in their 
sight, and they had heard Him preach 
so many sermons, yet they repudiated 
all this mass of evidence, and rejected 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was significant about the 
year that King Uzziah died? 

2. According to the New Testament 
who was the occupant of the heavenly 
throne? 

3. How many wings did the sera- 
phim use in service? 

4. When will the whole earth be 
filled with God’s glory? 

5. What caused Isaiah to cry, “Woe 
is me”? 

6. What was the significance of the 
coal from the altar? 

7. Why was it necessary to cleanse 
the lips? 

8. Why may not angels proclaim the 
Gospel? 


9. How does the Gospel message 
deafen, blind, and harden? 
10. Does the Lord ever withdraw 


Himself from men today? 
(Answers on page 594) 





His every claim. They had deliberately 
closed their eyes in the face of light, 
and denied its very existence! In view 
of this adamant attitude Jesus hid Him- 
self from them (v. 36). This was 
strange action on His part, for He al- 
ways liked to reveal Himself to people. 
But their acts of unbelief had hardened 
them. The light had blinded them and 
the sound of His voice had deafened 
them. The fact that they would not 
believe had brought them to the place 
where they could not believe! 

Let us take a bright flashlight some 
night into an old, dark, seldom-used 
shed. As we shine the light around 
the dirty floor, or among the pile of 
stuff, we notice that the bugs and mice 
all scamper away toward their accus- 
tomed darkness. Why? Because they 
are creatures of the dark. But if we 
take that same light and shine it out- 
side, the birds, which are creatures of 
the day, will be attracted by it. Now 
the. light does not change the nature of 
either of these, but it certainly reveals 
what that nature actually is. 

It is dangerous, indeed, to trifle with 
truth. (See 2 Tim. 3:7.) 


Light accepted bringeth light; 
Light rejected bringeth night; 

Who will give me power to choose 
If the love of light lose? 


Practical Applications 

The vision of the holiness of God 
made the prophet acutely aware of his 
own utter unfitness. I have a good 
friend in Canada who for many years 
operated a successful feed mill. He 
spent many hours every day in his 
mill, and each noon would slip over to 
his home, which was nearby, in his 
dusty overalls for a bite of lunch. He 
told me that he was never conscious of 
his appearance unless he found that 
some company had _ unexpectedly 
dropped in at his house during the 
morning and were remaining for the 
noonday meal. 

As we measure ourselves against 
others there is often a tendency for us 
to congratulate ourselves that we are 
not quite as black as some. In fact, 
we are much whiter than they. The 
trouble is that we are using the wrong 
background. It is only when we get 
into the dazzling light of the holiness 
and glory of the great God that we 
will see ourselves in our true con- 
dition. 

In view of all this, let us emphasize 
increasingly the character of God. 


Golden Text 

Isa. 6:3—‘“Holy, holy, holy, is tha 
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory.” This threefold procla- 
mation emphasizes the essential nature 
of deity. He is holy in His character, 
and all of His ways are in perfect 
consistency with this. Heaven is a holy 
country, and all of its citizens are holy, 
and that same great quality becometh 
His house forever. This can never be 
compromised for the slightest moment. 
If we Christians would have fellow- 
ship with Him we must be cleansed 
from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit. 

WEst PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“In the year that king Uzziah died 
. .” (Isa. 6:1).—Uzziah had been mar- 
velously helped of the Lord and reigned 
52 years in Jerusalem. He left Judah 
strong and prosperous. The one black 
shadow over his otherwise blameless 
life was his proud attempt to intrude 
into the Temple, against the remon- 
strances of the godly priests. He was 
smitten with leprosy and remained a 
leper to the day of his death. “When a 
proud man thinks best of himself, then 
God and man think worst of him” 
(Horace Smith). 


“I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne ...” (Isa. 6:1).—This is the only 
vision that Isaiah records—what an im- 
portant one it was! Having lived all his 
life in the reign of Uzziah, he knew 
no other king, hence must have felt a 
sense of loss when Uzziah died. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan said: “Those 
of us who lived all the first part of our 
lives in the reign of Victoria can a little 
understand the prophet’s experience. I 
well remember that there came a 
strange and almost weird sense of emp- 
tiness into my life when I saw on the 
placards that Victoria had passed away. 
I had never known any other sovereign 
on the throne, and it was with a strange 
sense of loss that I thought of the na- 
tion bereft of its queen. So Isaiah must 
have felt at the death of Uzziah. Then 
God gave him a special vision of the 
throne that is always filled.” 

When Isaiah saw the Lord, the throne, 
the seraphim, and heard the cry, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” (v. 3), 
he felt himself to be morally what Uz- 
ziah had been physically—a leper! He 
made use of the leper’s cry, “Unclean” 
(Lev. 13:45); and he realized that the 
people, too, were moral lepers, for he 
confessed, “I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips” (v. 5). 

All who have a sight of the thrice 
holy One receive at the same time a 
revelation of their sinfulness and unfit- 
ness for His presence (see Job 42:6; 
Dan. 10:8; 1 Tim. 1:15; and Rev. 1:17). 


“Then ...a live coal... from off the 
altar ...” (Isa. 6:6).—The altar was not 
the golden, but the brazen altar of sac- 
rifice; which was a type of the Cross. 
Since we know from John 12:41 that 
Isaiah saw the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in this vision, we can safely say 
the live coal from off the altar prefig- 
ured Him, enduring the fire of God’s 
judgment against our sins. 

When a sinner by faith contacts the 
redemptive work of Christ, his iniquity 
is taken away and his sin is purged. 

Amelia Hull poetically states this truth 
in her hymn: 
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I have been at the altar and witnessed the Lamb 
Burnt wholly to ashes for me; 

And watched its sweet savor ascending on high, 
Accepted, O Father, by Thee. 


And lo, while I gazed at the glorious sight, 

A voice from ns = reached mine ears: 

“By this, thine iniquity’s taken away, 

And no trace of it on thee appears.” 

A young son asked his ministerial fa- 
ther the difference between the cheru- 
bim and seraphim. His father replied 
that the word cherubim came from a 
Hebrew word meaning “knowledge”; 
and that seraphim came from a Hebrew 
word meaning “burning,” from which 
some have inferred that the cherubim 
were spirits famed for their knowledge, 
while the seraphim were famed for their 
burning love. The boy said, “I hope 
when I die I shall be a seraph, for I 
would rather love God than know all 
things.” 

We sincerely hope the father told his 
son that believers are predestinated to 
be conformed to the image of God’s 
Son, not to that of cherubim or sera- 
phim (Rom. 8:29; 1 John 3:2). 


“Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8).—The 
hosts of celestial beings must have been 
aware that the question, “Who will go 
for us?” was not addressed to them. 
For had it been, there would have been 
multitudes of volunteers, each saying, 
“Send me!” 

With their knowledge, they knew the 
Lord wanted a forgiven and cleansed 
human being to become His messenger. 
It must have been a satisfaction to them 
to hear Isaiah respond immediately, 
“Here am I; send me.” Believers have a 
message angels fain would sing, but it 
is not their privilege to do so. 

It was to His disciples the Lord said, 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” How 
delighted every Christian should be to 
say, “Here am I; send me”! 

One day, Sir Wilfred Grenfell, medi- 
cal missionary to Labrador, was guest at 
a dinner in London together with a 
number of socially prominent British 
men and women. 

During the course of the dinner, the 
lady seated next to him turned to him 
and rather patronizingly said, “Is it true, 
Dr. Grenfell, that you are a mission- 
ary?” He looked at her for a moment, 
then asked, “Is it true, madam, that you 
are not”? 


Wawona, CALIF. 











From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Eternal Light! Eternal Light!” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 
“Living for Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
of light, how can we, defiled by sin, 
lift our eyes to Thee? We come in hum- 
ble reliance on:Jesus Christ and His 
sacrifice for us. Grant us the cleansing 


He died to provide for sinners and the 
new heart that hates sin and delights 
in Thy will. Use this lesson to lead 
many to bring their lives to Christ for 
cleansing and then to give a cleansed 
life to His service. Bless our mission- 
aries, working to give the Gospel to 
people long deprived of it. Strengthen 
the conviction and devotion of all Chris- 
tians that Thy Church may bear 
stronger witness to her Lord. Guide 
and help leaders of men in our times of 
perplexity and grant them courage and 
strength to take the right way. Re- 
strain the powers of darkness and let 
the light of the Gospel shine into 
darkened hearts everywhere to their 
transforming. Grant suitable mercies 
to the sick and sorrowful and to us Thy 
help to walk in Thy ways all our days, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—All young people 
must face the question, What shall I do 
with my life? There is light on this in 
our lesson. JIsaiah’s vision of God 





GIVE YOUR LIFE TO CHRIST 


FIRST FOR CLEANSING 


THEN SERVICE 

showed him God’s majesty and purity 
and left him convicted of his own sin 
and unfitness for God’s presence. ‘Woe 
is me...I amaman... unclean” was 
his cry. Then, as soon as he had con- 
fessed to his uncleanness, God cleansed 
him. The seraph touched his unclean 
lips with a coal from the altar and told 
him his sin was purged. Then Isaiah 
heard God calling, “Whom shall I send?” 
and the cleansed and grateful young 
man said, “Here am I; send me.” So he 
gave his cleansed life to God for service 
and God sent him out to give His word 
to the nation. 

God still has many different kinds of 
work to be done, for which He needs 
different kinds of people. There is some 
place for you in His service, but first 
you must be cleansed from sin. First 
you must pray, 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
After that you may pray: 


Just as I am, Thine own to be, 
Friend of the ae Who lovest me, 
To consecrate myself to Thee, 

O Jesus Christ, I come. 


What shall I do with my life? First 
bring it to Christ for cleansing. Then, 
give it to Him for service. Meet these 
basic essentials and trust God to work 
out the details. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 











we 


God, in His wisdom, knows how fruit- 
ful and valuable tribulation can be, and 
therefore He permits it. The discipline 
of the uncomfortable molds the char- 
acter and matures the soul and, in some 
way not now understood, is preparing 
us for the privileges and responsibilities 
in glory for which we should otherwise 
be unfitted—Fred Mitchell. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Isaiah was one of God’s 

stalwarts. He lived just prior to 
the crumbling of the Jewish nation and 
the Babylonian captivity. If the Jewish 
people had lived up to the teachings of 
this faithful servant of God, they would 
doubtless be the strongest nation on 
earth today; but they would not. Thus 
Jesus wept over their disobedience: “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not! Be- 
hold, your house is left unto you deso- 
late” (Matt. 23:37, 38). 

Isaiah witnessed for God under fierce 
trial and opposition. He suffered much. 
He was a martyr in the true sense of the 
word, and Jewish tradition tells us that 
Isaiah was “sawn asunder” by Manas- 
seh. But his work remains, and this 
great book of his writings and proph- 
ecies remains to this good day to bless 
you and me with divine wisdom and 
teaching. 

Our first lesson in Isaiah tells us how 
Isaiah was called to the high service 
God designed for him. He says, “In the 
year that King Uzziah died I saw... 
the Lord.” That caused him to cry out, 
“Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:1, 5). 

When Isaiah “saw the Lord”—although 
he was already a prophet—it caused 
him to see his own unclean self. It 
humbled him and made him usable for 
the high service which God had for him 
to do. Then it was that the Lord 
touched his lips with a coal from off the 
altar, and he became a flaming, in- 
trepid, unsurrendering witness for his 
Lord. 

Now, fellows, we are apt to look too 
lightly upon this statement that Isaiah 
saw the Lord. We might think, “Oh, 
yes, that is not surprising; Isaiah was a 
prophet of olden time who was to write 
one of the great books of the Bible; of 
course, he would have a vision like 
that.” It might not occur to us that 
you and I can see the Lord. Yet that 
very thing is possible. He has many 
ways of showing Himself to us, and 
wants to do it—if only you and I will 
let Him. He says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
for every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth” (Matt. 7:7, 8). 
“When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; 
my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, 
will I seek. Hide not thy face far from 
me” (Psa. 27:8, 9). 
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It is a spiritual vision, fellows, which 
is far more definite, more convincing 
and more satisfying than any sight of 
the physical eye. Jesus shows Himself 
to us in His Word. Get by yourself 
with your Bible and the Holy Spirit will 
reveal Jesus Christ to you in such a 
way that you will never get over it—if 
you really want to see Him and will ask 
Him to show Himself to you. And 
when you see Him in that way you will 
have very much the same experience 
that Isaiah had. He will not only re- 
veal Himself to you, but He will touch 
your spirit with something that so 
warms your heart you will have a mes- 
Sage—a glorious message—and you will 
have to tell it! 

If Isaiah had not seen the Lord, you 
and I would not have the instruction 
and the inspiration of this wonderful 
Book today. If unfortunately you 
should miss seeing the Lord, as He has 
so abundantly made provision for, you 
will have a very dull time in trying to 
be a Christian, and you may be a “dud.” 
I could see God tonight, 

If only my heart were right; 

If all the rubbish of my soul 

Were cleared away—my being whole— 
My heart would with glad surprise 


At all the wonder in my eyes— 
Tonight! 


I could see God tonight, 

If only my dull heart were right; 

And in the radiance of His face 

T’d flame with light, and fill this place 
With glory—that all might know 

God walks with men down here below— 
Tonight! 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us repeat Hebrews 1:1-3 together 

and then learn verse 4. We have 
had three lessons from the Book of 
Amos this quarter, and three from 
Hosea. Now we are going to have five 
lessons from the Book of Isaiah. I’m 
glad that our first lesson tells about Isa- 
iah’s call to be a prophet. 

Isaiah prophesied about the same time 
as Hosea and Amos. Read Isaiah 1:1, 
Hosea 1:1 and Amos 1:1. All these 
prophets date from King Uzziah. Uz- 
ziah began to reign when sixteen years 
of age, and 2 Chronicles 26:4 says “he 
did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord.” God gave him victory over 
the Philistines and other national en- 
emies. He strengthened the army and 
built fortified towers in strategic places 
in Jerusalem. He greatly improved ag- 
riculture in Judah. But his many suc- 
cesses made him proud, and one day he 
went into the Temple to burn incense, 
which only the sons of Aaron might do. 
The priests in the Temple tried to stop 
him, but King Uzziah disregarded them 
and taking a censer, went to the altar 
of incense. Suddenly spots of leprosy 
appeared on his forehead, and the 





shocked priests pushed him out of the 
holy place. Realizing that he had lep- 
rosy, King Uzziah rushed out of the 
Temple, knowing that the Lord had 
smitten him (see vv. 19, 20). 

Uzziah never recovered from this dis- 
ease, so was never able to go into the 
Temple again, and even had to live in a 
house by himself. 

During the time that Uzziah was con- 
fined to his lonely house with leprosy, 
he must often have thought of the great 
victories God had given him, and of the 
many things the Lord had done through 
him for his country. and how he must 
have wished that he had never tried to 
usurp the priest’s office in the Temple 
that day! 

Isaiah was in the Temple before King 
Uzziah died, but he did not come out a 
leper, he came out the Lord’s messen- 
ger! We will read about it in Isaiah 6: 
1-10. Let us read these verses together 
to get the whole picture, and then talk 
about them. 

When Isaiah went into the Temple, he 
had a vision of the Lord. He saw sera- 
phim, apparently angels of high office. 
Because the Lord is so great and so 
holy, the seraphim cover their faces and 
their feet in His presence, as they pro- 
claim His holiness. Of what hymn does 
this make you think? (Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty!) 

Verse 4 tells us that the posts of the 
door moved when the seraphim spoke. 
People sometimes sit unmoved in the 
house of the Lord, but here even the 
doorposts were moved! 

When Isaiah had this vision of the 
thrice-holy God, he immediately real- 
ized his own sinfulness. There is noth- 
ing in the Bible to indicate that Isaiah 
was a bad man before he met the Lord. 
It would seem that he was a2 very fine 
young man. Turn to Isaiah 64:6. Isaiah 
does not say that all our sins are as 
filthy rags, he says all our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags. 

One of the seraphim touched Isaiah’s 
lips with a live coal from off the altar. 
This was the altar where sacrifices were 
offered. Every sacrifice pointed to the 
coming Lamb of God. Isaiah was 
cleansed from sin because the Saviour 
was coming to die for him. We may be 
cleansed from sin because the Saviour 
has already died for us. 

You can remember today’s lesson by 
three words starting with c. First Isa- 
iah was convicted of sin, second he was 
cleansed, and last he was commissioned 
as a prophet of the Lord. 

His call was simple: He heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah 
did not ask what the Lord wanted done, 
he only answered, “Here am I; send 
me.” The Lord told him to warn Israel 
of coming judgment because of their 
sins, and then He told Isaiah that the 
nation would not listen and understand. 
To give God’s message to people who 
listen appreciatively is pleasant, but to 
warn those who do not want to hear is 
most unpleasant. But Isaiah had said, 
“Here am I; send me.” God sent him, 
and he went. 

No doubt many were blessed through 
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Isaiah’s messages during his lifetime, 
and millions have been blessed since 
through his inspired Book. The Lord 
wants to give each of us a blessing as 
we study Isaiah the next few Sundays. 
Let us pray for open hearts to receive 
it. 

If we are convicted of sin, then 
cleansed and commissioned to be the 
Lord’s messengers, our lives will be 
really worthwhile. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Look Up and Admire—Holy, holy, 

holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory (Isa. 6:3, 
Golden Text). A visitor to an art gal- 
lery noticed a woman on her hands and 
knees scrubbing a floor. “How many 
beautiful things there are here!” he ex- 
claimed to her in a friendly tone. “I 
s’pose so, sir, if a body has time to look 
up,” was her answer. With less excuse, 
many of us go through God’s wonderful 
world in the same way. We have “no 
time” to look up and admire the glori- 
ous things God has showered around 
us.—From Earnest Worker. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Inspired by God.—In the year that 
king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up 
(Isa. 6:1). George Frederick Handel 
did much of his work in the service of 
an earthly monarch—the Elector of Han- 
over, who later became George I of Eng- 
land. He dedicated to this sovereign, 
for example, the beautiful “Water Music” 
which is often heard in symphony pro- 
grams. But when Handel wrote his 
greatest work, “The Messiah,” no earthly 
king could draw forth the inspiration 
needed for such a composition. Of the 
writing of the “Hallelujah Chorus” he 
said: “I did think I did see all heaven 
before me, and the great God Himself.” 


—From “Treasury of the Christian 
World.” Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


The Heavenly Ratio—With twain he 
covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did 
fly Usa. 6:2). Dr. J. H. Jowett said that 
this verse gives us the heavenly ratio 
between worship and activities. Two 
thirds of the wings expressed worship; 
one third service. He reminded us that 
we usually reverse the order, giving 
most of our time and thought to some 
form of service. This practice accounts 
for the fact that so much of our so-called 
Christian service is sterile. Not until 
we, with Isaiah, recognize God’s utter 


592 (12) 





holiness, and our utter sinfulness, and 
the necessity for constant cleansing and 
empowering from God, can we see abid- 
ing fruit from our service—Sent by 
J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


More Than a Virtue—Then said I, 
Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts (Isa. 6:5). A jewelry 
salesman, noticing his hands to be some- 
what soiled, said: “This is very trying to 
me. Of all persons I should have soft 
and clean hands. It is awful to offer a 
diamond or pearls of any sort, to a pos- 
sible customer when my hands are not 
perfectly white and tidy. It makes a 
repulsive background for the piece of 
jewelry.” The Christian should have 
clean hands and a clean life. Whoever 
he may be, minister or not, he recom- 
mends Jesus Christ and His salvation to 
this world. His life should not be a 
sorry and repelling background. They 
who bear the vessels of the Lord should 
have pure hands. The salesman was 
very sensitive and rightly so. He had 
cultivated taste. Each professing Chris- 
tian should be scrupulously careful to 
maintain a consistent life—-From Gos- 
pel Herald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Strangely Warmed, Then Afire.—Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips (Isa. 6:7). 
John Wesley had been brought up on 
the Bible. He was a highly literate man, 
a Fellow of his college in Oxford, but he 
was a complete failure as a preacher. 
He knew his Bible thoroughly, intel- 
lectually, but his ministry was drab, 
barren, and useless; and yet we think of 
John Wesley as a flaming evangelist. 
What made the difference was the ex- 
perience in Aldersgate Street, when his 
heart was “strangely warmed.” His 
heart began to burn and he became a 
mighty evangelist. 
else, but the heart wasn’t alive and 
aflame; but once it was, men began to 
fall under the spell of his preaching.— 
From Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Sent by 
William Ewen, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Prize illustration. 


Himself on the Plate—Then said I, 
Here am I; send me (Isa. 6:8). Some of 
us remember with great moving of 
heart the story that comes from Scot- 
land. There was a missionary meeting 
in the church, and the people’s hearts 
were stirred and moved, and a special 
offering was received for the taking of 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
Little Alexander Duff, just a little boy 
of ten years or so, was seated in the 
pew, his own heart strangely moved 
and warmed by God. But he had noth- 
ing to give. So, after the plate had 
been passed from pew to pew, and all 
the offerings had been received, and the 
ushers were standing in the rear of the 
church, Alexander got up from where he 
was, ran to the back of the church, and 
looking full into the face of one of the 
ushers, said, “Sir, put the plate down 
low.” The usher, wondering just what 
was involved, did just as the boy in- 


He had everything . 


structed, and put the plate on the floor, 
The boy stood on the plate, by that act 
of consecration saying, “O God, I give 
myself in the offering.” And he never 
wavered. He went as God’s missionary 
servant.—From “How Shall They Hear,” 
by William Culbertson. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Anywhere—Provided It Be Forward. 
—He said, Go, and tell this people (Isa. 
6:9). In exploring the interior of Af- 
rica, Livingstone met with difficulties 
indescribable, pursuing his way amid 
frightful scenes—the havoc wrought by 
war, famine, wild beasts, and, worst of 
all, by the slave trade. Sometimes he 
would preach to no less than a thousand 
people and sometimes to a few. When it 
was seemingly to little purpose, he 
would console himself thus: “But for 
the belief that the Holy _ Spirit 
works, I should give up in despair. 
I am a missionary, heart and _ soul. 
I would go anywhere—provided it 
be forward. I would venture every- 
thing for Christ. Can the love of 
Christ not carry the missionary where 
the slave trade carries the trader? I 
shall open up a path into the interior, 
or perish. I wish only that my exertions 
may be honored so far that the Gospel 
may be preached and believed in all 
this dark region.”—From The Scottish 
Monthly Visitor. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Smitten With Temporary Blindness. 
—Make the heart of this people fat... 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with 
their eyes .. . and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed 
(Isa. 6:10). David Baron tells of a little 
German boy who had, at least tempo- 
rarily, lost his sight in an accident. “It 
was pathetic to hear him cry, ‘Mother, 
Mother, when will it be day?’ The 
Jews, too, are smitten with temporary 
blindness. They, too, cry, ‘When will it 
be day?’ ‘We wait for light,’ says the 
Prophet Isaiah, ‘but behold obscurity: 
for brightness, but we walk in dark- 
ness.’ It is night to Israel, but not be- 
cause there is no light. To those whose 
eyes are opened by God’s Spirit, it is 
day ever since He came who cried in 
their midst, ‘I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of 
life.’”"—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Wonder and Holiness of God 
(Isa. 6:1-8) 
IND the missing words: Hosea’s 
wife was named ——. Their children 
were named ——, Lo-ruhamah which 
means ——, and Lo-ammi which means 
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— . His wife was bad, and at last she 
became a ——. But Hosea still loved 
her, and —— her. Hosea told God’s 
punishment and love for the people of 
— in poem-sermons. Because he 
spoke for God, we call him a ——. Be- 
cause the people did not love God or 
obey Him, they were taken prisoners 
ani had to go far away from their ——. 
But God promised to bring them back 
sometime. “The ways of the Lord are 
—.” (Missing words: bought, country, 
Gomer, Israel, Jezreel, Not-loved, Not- 
My-People, prophet, right, slave.) 

Did anyone read the Book of Hosea? 
Can everyone give one verse from 
Hosea? Award a heart bookmark with 
the word LOVE for good work in the 
lessons on Hosea. 

While God was sending messages to 
Israel (map) by Amos and Hosea, He 
needed someone to speak to people in 
Judah. This time He chose not a 
farmer, but a prince! (Flannelgraph 
scene of a young man for Isaiah, and an 
older king, then a young king. Tradi- 
tion makes Isaiah the cousin of King 
Uzziah. It is better not to use the lat- 
ter’s name as it sounds confusingly like 
Isaiah.) Isaiah’s cousin was a famous 
and good king because he walked in 
God’s ways—until one day! Even a king 
could not burn incense at the golden 
altar while people prayed—only a 
priest. Isaiah’s cousin tried to do it one 
day. He broke out with leprosy that 
very minute! Then he could not be 
king any more, not even come to God’s 
house! He had to live in a house out- 
side the city so other people would not 
catch his leprosy. His son had to be 
king for him. 

The year Isaiah’s cousin-king died, 
Isaiah had a wonderful experience with 
God in the Temple. He saw Him and 
heard Him speak! On a higher level the 
big brass altar was still burning with a 
lamb killed for the sins of the people. 
(Scene of Isaiah and altar.) Isaiah 
knew that in the Temple, shut away 
from every eye, God’s presence in a 
glow of fire rested between the golden 
angels on the mercy seat, the cover of 
the sacred box called the ark of the 
Lord. Today the building seemed to 
fade away, and there was the Lord sit- 
ting on a throne, “high and lifted up”! 
The bottom of His flowing robes filled 
the Temple. As Isaiah gazed up at this 
vision of the Lord as King, he saw the 
Sseraphim—a different kind of angel— 
hovering about Him. They had six 
wings. With one pair they covered their 
faces from the glory of the Lord. With 
one pair they covered their feet. And 
with one pair they flew. Back and forth 
echoed their call, “Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory” (Isa. 6:3, Memory 
Verse). The floor shook, the building 
was filled with smoke. How awful, how 
holy, how great was the Lord! And Isa- 
iah saw himself in contrast. (Read vv. 
5-8.) Now God has forgiven him! And 
made him His prophet! 

(Scene with family.) Isaiah’s wife 
was different from Hosea’s. He calls 
her a prophetess (8:3). Like Hosea, his 
children had names that gave a message 
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to the people (7:3; 8:3, 4). Shear- 
jashub means “Some will come back.” 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz means something 
like: “Quick! Plunder! Fast! Booty!” 

What part of Isaiah’s story can you 
picture? Can the Lord make your lips 
clean from the wrong things you have 
said? (1 John 1:7b-9.) Then pray King 
David’s prayers for his lips (Psa. 19:14; 
141:3). Now can the Lord use your lips 
to tell someone what Isaiah saw? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU could never, never guess what 
happened to Isaiah in the long ago! 
But the thing that happened changed his 
life completely. As a matter of fact, as 
a result of that experience, Isaiah be- 
came the greatest prophet that ever 
lived before the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Early in the Book of Isaiah, Isaiah 
himself tells us what happened (6:1). 


“I saw the Lord,” he declares. The 
Lord God lives in Heaven. How could 
Isaiah see God in Heaven? (Teacher: 


Perhaps you have thought, as I have, 
that Isaiah had a vision. Not until I 
began studying for this lesson, did I dis- 
cover that some commentators believe 
that it was not a vision, but an actual 
experience. Notice that Isaiah himself 
does not say that he had a vision.) 
There are two ways: (1) God could 
have opened Heaven and let Isaiah see 
in. Many years later He did that so 
that Stephen, who was being stoned to 
death for his belief in the Lord Jesus, 
could see His glory (Acts 7:54-56). Or 
(2) God could have carried Isaiah right 
up into Heaven. Long afterward He did 
that to the Apostle Paul (2 Cor. 12:1-4). 
So how Isaiah saw God, we do not 
know. But that he saw Him, we know 
positively. 

Then Isaiah tells us exactly what he 
saw and what he heard. The Lord God 
was sitting on a high throne. The train 
of His robe filled the temple. There are 
other places in Scripture that speak of 
the temple as the palace of God the 
King. You can find the Book of Psalms 
in your Bibles easily. So turn first to 
Psalm 11:4 and let us read it together. 
(Then read together also Psa. 18:6 and 
29:9. If your youngsters are too young 
to read for themselves, then simply tell 
what these verses say. It is good, how- 
ever, for them to become accustomed to 
reading God’s Word aloud.) 

Above the throne of God, Isaiah says, 
there stood seraphim. Seraphim are 
living, intelligent creatures, who contin- 
ually worship and praise God. They 
must be bright and shining, for their 
name means “burning ones.” Each ser- 
aph had six wings. With two of. the 
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wings he covered his face. With two 
wings he covered his feet. And with 
the other two wings he flew. Imagine 
being able to see all of this, as Isaiah 
did, with his very own eyes! 

Then Isaiah heard one seraph cry to 
the other, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his 
glory” (Isa. 6:3). God is the holy, spot- 
lessly pure, perfect one. The seraphim 
know this. And as Isaiah heard that, 
it made such an impression on him that 
he spoke repeatedly of God as “the 
Holy One of Israel.” Yes, indeed, God 
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is perfect and holy. Everything in 
earth—and in all the universe—is sub- 
ject to Him. He, the perfect one, rules 
over everything. 

When Isaiah saw the holy, living God, 
he realized at once what a sinful man 
he was. He realized, too, how sinful 
were the people among whom he lived. 
So he cried, “Alas for me; for I feel 
beaten, because I am a man of unclean 
lips and I am living among a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts.” Isaiah con- 
fessed his sin at once when He saw the 
holiness of God. He knew how un- 
worthy he was even to stand in His 
presence. The moment he confessed his 
sin, one of the seraphim took a burning 
coal from off the altar and flew to Isa- 
iah. He touched Isaiah’s lips with it and 
said, “Look! This has touched your 
lips. .. . Your sins are forgiven.” 

Then Isaiah heard the Lord ask, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” And immediately Isaiah an- 
swered, “Here am I; send me” (v. 8). So 
the one who saw the living God—the 
Holy One—became His cleansed servant. 
Have you asked God to forgive your 
sin? He will, if you ask Him. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 589) 


1. The death of Uzziah brought the 
gloom of crisis to Judah. 

2. Christ was the occupant of the 
throne (see John 12:41). 

3. The seraphim used two wings for 
service (for flight). 

4. It will be filled with glory when 
Christ returns and reigns. 

5. The vision and the proclamation 
caused him to so cry out as he realized 
his need of cleansing. 

6. This coal had first fed on the 
sacrifice on that altar. 

7. It cleansed the lips because these 
were sinful. 

8. Angels may not proclaim the Gos- 
pel because they have never known 
either sin or redemption. 

9. It has these effects when it is 
persistently refused. 

10. Yes, the Lord sometimes allows 
men to be blinded by the light itself. 
WEsT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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Oh, how oft have I cried to Him when 
men and means were nothing, and when 
no help in second causes did appear, 


and how oft, and suddenly, and merci- 


fully hath He delivered me! What 
sudden ease, what removal of long af- 
flictions have I had! such extraordinary 
changes, and beyond my own and 
others’ expectations, when many plain- 
hearted, upright Christians have, by 
fasting and prayer, sought God on my 
behalf, as have over and over con- 
vinced me of special providence, and 
that God is indeed a hearer of prayers. 
—Richard Baxter. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 14 


2. The Christian Message in Art 
(John 4:19-30) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ROM “The Christian Message in 

Architecture,” which was the sub- 
ject of last week’s meeting, we turn 
this week to “The Christian Message in 
Art,” specifically painting. If your de- 
nominational publishing house carries 
The Perry Pictures, you will find among 
them excellent and inexpensive repro- 
ductions of many of the great master- 
pieces of Christian art. A catalog of 
The Perry Pictures may be had from 
The Perry Picture Co., Malden, Mass., 
for 35 cents. The individual picture 
reproductions cost from 1 to 25 cents, 
depending upon the size. A number 
of such prints may be displayed in 
your meeting room and commented 
upon briefly for this service. 
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If you have one of the Scripture Art 
Calendars mentioned in THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Times, either for the year 1959 
or 1960, you have another source of 
color prints that may be of interest for 
this meeting. Such artists as Rem- 
brandt, Plockhorst, Doré, DaVinci, Hof- 
mann, Munkacsy, and Bida, many of 
whom were earnest Christians, have 
painted many pictures that have a 
Christian message and have stirred 
thousands. However, it should be em- 
phasized that, sincere though the Chris- 
tian artist may have been, he was not 
inspired as were the writers of the 
Scriptures. Christian art is interesting 
in showing what were the artists’ con- 
ceptions of Biblical events, but the 
Word of God is ‘the only infallible 
source of the Gospel message. 


ve 


It is often maintained that pictures 
can be a help in creating an “atmos- 
phere” of worship. The Holy Spirit 
needs no such imperfect human help 
in putting your heart and mine in a 
spirit of worship. If we will open our 
hearts to Him and let Him speak to us 
through the Word, that will provide 
all the “atmosphere” we need. The dan- 
ger of using even Christian art for 
such a purpose is that all too often 
men’s hearts have been drawn away 
from Christ Himself and led to ven- 
erate man’s representation of Him. 
Satan is skillful and clever in getting 
men to substitute almost anything for 
Christ Himself. 


se 


It is important to understand that no 
artist that ever lived has known what 
the Lord Jesus looked like. Isaiah, 
however, by inspiration, gives us a pic- 
ture of Christ that should sober our 


thoughts. It contrasts strangely with 
the pure and holy beauty with which 
Christian art has characterized the 
Christ. “His visage was so marred,” 
Isaiah says, “more than any man, and 
his form more than the sons of men” 
(Isa. 52:14). “He hath no form nor 
comeliness; and . . . there is no beauty 
that we should desire him” (Isa. 53:2), 
Such was the humiliation to which the 
glorious Son of God subjected Himself 
that He might redeem you and me, 
John could scarcely find words to de- 
scribe His glory (Rev. 1:13-18), yet He 
laid aside all that glory to come to 
this earth in the form of a suffering 
servant, that we might have eternal 
life and blessing. 
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This is the Christian message that 
art, skillful as it may be, can never 
fully portray. Have you heard this 
message and responded to His loving 
offer by acknowledging Him as your 
Saviour and Lord? If you have, it is 
your privilege to portray Him to others 
as you let His beauty be seen in you. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mr. Ding Dong Bell 


(Continued from page 587) 


Mr. Castle and Mr. Junket wanted to 
do. But I said no. You had served us 
faithfully for so long we could not 
throw you away. You will wait here 
and perhaps the people will not like the 
chimes.” 

“But if they do,” Ding Dong said 
sadly, “I shall just rust away.” 

“I’m sorry, Mr. Ding Dong. But that’s 
all I could do.” 

Every Sunday morning Ding Dong 
would listen to the chimes as they re- 
sounded through the town the notes of 
some beautiful hymn. “Yes, indeed,” 
thought Ding Dong, “the chimes are 
much more beautiful than just ‘Ding 
dong. Ding dong.’” So week after 
week Ding Dong’s tongue hung still in 
his great brass cone. And the rope in 
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the vestibule hung limp and _ useless. 
And soon the people forgot about old 
Mr. Ding Dong in the belfry and his 
joints got rusty and his brass tarnished. 

Then very early one Sunday morning 
even before dawn there was a fierce 
storm. Ding Dong could hear the rain 
and the wind beating against the shin- 
gles of the belfry. He could hear the 
thunder crash and he could see the 
lightning expose the roofs of all the 
houses below him. But he was truly 
startled after one brilliant flash to see 
the street lights go out and leave the 
town in darkness. “The lightning has 
struck the powerhouse,” he thought. 

Soon the rain turned to a sprinkle 
and finally ceased altogether. The sul 
appeared between the clouds just above 
the horizon. 

Mr. Ramsickle came early to the 
church and climbed to the belfry. His 
face was alight with a smile. “Good 
morning, Mr. Ding Dong Bell,” he said 
“We must grease your joints and polish 
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Main silent no longer. 
every Sunday to call the children to 
Sunday school and the grownups to 
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your brass. Today you are going to ring 
again. You see, we have no power, and 
without electricity the chimes cannot 
play. So today you must call the 
children to Sunday school and the 
grownups to church.” 

When the joints were oiled and 
the brass was polished Mr. Ramsickle 
climbed down from the belfry and 
pulled the rope. “Creak, creak,” Ding 
Dong went. He felt old and stiff but 
he pushed and he grunted until he could 
feel the oil working into his joints. 
Finally he uttered a loud ding, and then 
a dong. And soon he was going “Ding 
dong. Ding dong,” as of old. 

He heard the children running and 
Shouting on their way to Sunday school. 
“It is Mr. Ding Dong,” they cried. ‘He 
is ringing again.” 

“Ding dong. Ding dong. It’s time to 
come to Sunday school,” he rang. 

All the people were glad to hear Mr. 
Ding Dong again. Even Mr. Castle and 
Mr. Junket were happy to hear him. 

“We want to hear Mr. Ding Dong 
every Sunday,” the children cried. 

So after church a conference was held 
and all agreed Mr. Ding Dong must re- 
He would ring 
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church. Then the chimes could play 
after services as the families went home 
again. The chimes would leave the 
beautiful hymns singing in their hearts 
all through the week until it was time 
for Mr. Ding Dong to call them again 
to church. 
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Should a Personal Testimony 
Be Demanded? 


(Continued from page 584) 


loves music, but he insisted that the 

boy only had a head knowledge be- 

cause he admitted that he did not 
know if his life had been changed. 

He was only twelve when he gave 

his heart to the Lord and had always 

been a good boy, so how in the world 
can a minister expect a great change? 

The minister of the church in Penn- 

sylvania believed that my grandson 

was saved and as also did the church 
officials, so I think this minister in 

California is acting as a judge and 

is harming the boy. 

I talked with my grandson after 
communion and he said that he would 
have taken it but that the minister in- 
sisted that his love of rock and roll 
is a sin, and nobody should take 
communion who has sin in his life. 
To me, a nasty, hateful disposition 
is one of the worse sins, and I know 
grownups who are in this condition 
and take communion regularly, and 
the boy knows them, too. 

The Devil always wants a person 
to doubt his salvation and I believe 
this minister is wrong to put doubt 
in a young boy’s life and refuse 
church membership because the boy is 
shy and does not want to confess 
again. 

This minister likes the boy in ques- 
tion, but it is a stand he has taken 
in regard to church membership. If 
the boy had accepted the Lord in 
his church when only twelve, he 
would have still been a member and 
no questions would have been asked, 
so I think he is wrong. What 
is your opinion?—A Pennsylvania 
“heartbroken grandma.” 

If this young boy ever genuinely ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour, then he 
knows it, and he is a saved boy regard- 
less of what anyone says. If he does 
not know that he has accepted Christ, 
then he will do well to make sure now. 
The fact that he has attended Christian 
camps and has sung Gospel choruses 
and is “a good boy,” while commendable 
and indicative of a right attitude, never- 
theless does not make him a saved 
person. Neither does the fact that 
some adults who have nasty, hateful 
dispositions, yet take communion, have 
any bearing on the present situation. 

To the credit of the pastor, it may 
be said that the loose’ standards 
for membership employed in some 
churches today may well move him to 
desire something more than a letter of 
transfer, especially when he sees that 
the lad is not clear in his Christian 
practices and is apparently associating 
with a group of worldly boys and girls 
at dances. 





If the requirement of giving a per- 
sonal testimony in prayer meeting is 
the custom or policy of the church, 
then the boy has no right to expect an 
exception to be made in his case. If 
it is the minister’s own personal stipu- 
lation, then perhaps the minister, if he 
has not already done so, should have a 
heart-to-heart talk with the boy and ask 
him to give to him a clear-cut testimony 
of acceptance of, and faith in, Christ, 
and be satisfied with this. He is then 
on good ground to help the boy as to 
consistent Christian living. 

Perhaps Grandma can help the boy 
to see that a Christian testimony should 
not be such a formidable obstacle, even 
to a “shy” sixteen-year-oldster. No one 
will expect him to have the experiences 
of a mature, older Christian. A good 
witness merely tells what happened. 
If he believes in Christ and has ac- 
cepted Him as his personal Saviour, he 
certainly can say so, and he should be 
willing to say so whenever such a testi- 
mony is asked of him. He would not 
be likely to hesitate to express himself 
with regard to his football coach, or his 
music director at school. If he prays 
regularly and reads his Bible regularly, 
he can say so. A genuine love for the 
One who loved him and gave Himself 
for him should make him glad to confess 
Christ and should overcome any natural 
shyness, especially if he will ask the 
Lord to help him, remembering that 
the Lord said, “Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32). Is it pos- 
sible that he is just a little appre- 
hensive of what his dance-playing 
companions will say if they learn that 
he has given a Christian testimony in 
church? 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Jennie’s Mandan Bowl. By Lyla Hof- 
fine. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., New 
York 18; $2.75.) Jennie Youngbear was 
a Mandan Indian and ashamed of it. 
Schoolteacher Miss Jacobson tried to 
make the child see how her ances- 
tors were important—they had helped 
greatly in the Lewis and Clark expedi- 
tion. But Jennie felt so mixed up in- 
side that she could not answer even the 
easiest questions. Then Miss Jacobson 
asked her to learn from old Grand- 
mother how to make a Mandan bowl. 
The first bowls were a big disappoint- 
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ment but Grandmother tried again. At 
least Jennie learned the bowl-making 
art, along with other lessons, such as 
courage and persistence. And the re- 
sult proved every bit as good as the 
bowl dug from the deserted village by 
an archaeologist. After that, somehow 
Jennie was no longer ashamed of her 
race nor afraid to recite in school. 


Fisherman of Galilee. By Aijleen 
Fisher. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, New 
York 17; $2.95.) This work might well 
be classified as a very “human” version 
of the combined four Gospels, with 
Simon Peter both the narrator and one 
of the principal characters. In the be- 
ginning, the Lord Jesus is alluded to 
as “the forceful carpenter from Naza- 
reth,” and, after His baptism, He is 
said to have stayed for forty days in 
the wilderness “to think about what 
He should do to save the people of 
Israel.” Many incidents in the Gospels 
are related in modern speech, and a 
very “human” Jesus converses with one 
and another of His followers, or an- 
swers their inquiries. A touch of origi- 
nality is disclosed in that from the 
beginning of the work the teller of the 
story is known only as “Simon.” When 
the Lord Jesus first called him “Peter,” 
meaning “Rock,” he is quite elated and 
from then on prefers that all call him 
“Simon Peter.” The scenes in Jeru- 
salem that last week are full of action, 
the trial, the scourging, and the Cru- 
cifixion, all recorded in Peter’s words. 
The story ends with the appearance, 
after the Resurrection, of Jesus on the 
shore calling the fishing disciples to 
“come and have breakfast,” and giving 
them His parting words. Jesus is re- 
ferred to constantly as “Teacher” and 
“Master,” but seldom as “Lord.” 


Life Is a Journey. By Gertrude E. 
Finney. (Longmans Green & Co., New 
York 18; $3.50.) How Rebecca Simonds 
had anticipated this vacation! At last 
they were all here together—her father, 
her husband, Richard, and children, 
Stan, Barbara, Jud, and little Mary 
Amantha. At Snugcliff, their north- 
woods hideaway, their world stopped 
spinning and they could enjoy God’s 
wonderful creation. Here Rebecca 
found inspiration for her popular na- 
ture articles. Sylvia Lamont, orphaned, 
wealthy, and temperamental, is injected 
into the scene at this point. Gone are 
peace and tranquility, and in their 
place, mystery, excitement, and frus- 
tration. This novel is an absorbing 
commentary on life’s unpredictability 
and God’s stabilizing power. 


The Teaching of Calvin for Today. 
By Harold J. Whitney. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) 
Here is a unique and refreshing combi- 
nation—an Australian evangelist gives 
us a very readable summary of Calvin’s 
“Institutes” and an objective and fair 
character study of the reformer. He 
does it with a sense of mission, believ- 
ing that Calvin is relevant to the life 
and problems of a modern Christian. 
No slavish follower of Calvin or one 
prone to defend his every act, Whitney 
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in his introductory “profile” bemoans 
the attempt to alter Calvin’s image to 
make him sentimentally more acceptable 
to this modern age; at the same time he 
belabors the reformer’s detracters for 
falsifying the real character of Calvin’s 
work in Geneva. The larger part of the 
volume is Whitney’s own condensation 
of the “Institutes.” It is difficult to be- 
lieve that Calvin in his English dress is 
hard to read. Yet this abridgement and 
simplification may, as the author himself 
puts it, “lure the earnest student to fur- 
ther study of the life and teachings of 
this great champion of the second gener- 
ation of the Reformation.” 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the — 
Sunday School Lesson Commi 


August 8 to 14 


Mon.—Genesis 12:1-7. 
God Appears to Abram. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “Now the Lord 
had said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father’s house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee.” Abram immediately 
obeyed the Lord (cf. Gen. 18:17-19). 
Obedience is the first law of the Chris- 
tian life. God has as much difficulty in 
getting His people to obey Him now as 
He had to get Israel to be obedient in 
the wilderness, and in their land. This 
is the type of life to be seen in the last 
days. Can the Lord depend on you to 
obey His voice? Pray for the Canadian 
Bible College, Regina, Sask., Canada. 


Tues.—Exodus 3:1-6, 11-14. 
The Burning Bush. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Moses said, 
I will now turn aside, and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not burnt. And 
when the Lord saw that he turned aside 
to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, 
Moses. And he said, Here am I.” God 
must get your attention before He will 
speak to your heart by a revelation of 
truth from the Word. We must look 
unto God before we can work for God. 
Observe the Lord’s commandments; 
keep them. Pray for St. Paul Bible 
College, St. Paul, Minn. 


Wed.—1 Kings 19:1-13. 
A Still Small Voice. 
Prayer Succestions: “After the earth- 
quake a fire; but the Lord was not in 
the fire: and after the fire a still small 
voice.” God is as tender as He is 
holy and good. The power of God’s 
still small voice is amazing. The gentle 
Jesus never let His voice rise in the 
streets. His sweet and gentle tones 
have lost none of their ancient power. 





“No word from Him shall fruitless fall.” A 
Give a soft answer to angry people. It 
will turn away wrath. “A soft tongue 
breaketh the bone” (Prov. 25:15). Love 
has a gentle tongue. All who speak 
harshly lack spirituality. Remember 
the gentleness of Jesus. Pray for 
Toccoa Falls Institute and Bible College, 
Toccoa Falls, Ga. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 7:12-22. 
Solomon’s Dream, 
PrayeR SucGcestTions: “And the Lord 
appeared to Solomon by night, and said 
unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and 
have chosen this place to myself for an 
house of sacrifice.” God spoke often in 
olden times in dreams and visions. Now 
He speaks to all in His Word. Do not 
live by luck; use God’s grand and holy © 
Book. Live in it; hear often what the 
Spirit has to say through it. Pray for i 
Buffalo Bible Institute, Buffalo, N. Y. 3 


Fri—Ezekiel 1:26 to 2:5. 
The Glory of the Lord. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “And when I 
saw it, I fell upon my. face, and I heard — 
a voice of one that spake.” Ezekiel had # 
a vision of the Lord before he got his © 
commission from the Lord. We, too, * 
can catch a glimpse of the Lord Jesus” 
by faith, and when we do, we also fall 
at His feet. John on Patmos fell down 
on his face and worshiped the Lord. 
Only worshipers can be God’s workers. 
Unless we “see Jesus” we will not 
amount to much for Jesus. It is a great’ 
thing to say like Paul, “Who’s I am, and 
whom I serve.” It is the inner secret of 
successful Christian ministries. Pray 
for the Beulah Beach Conferences, 
Beulah Beach, Ohio. 


Sat.—Isaiah 6:1-10. 
Isaiah’s Vision of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the year that 
king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple.” Be- 
lievers need to “see Jesus” (Heb. 12:2; 
2:9, 10), so that they can faithfully 
work for the Lord Jesus. “Where there 
is no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 
29:18). John on Patmos did his best 
work for the Lord after seeing Him. Is 
your risen, glorious Lord real to you? 
Are you an “all for Jesus” Christian? 
Pray for the Hume Lake Conferences, 
Hume, Calif. 


Sun.—Acts 9:1-9. The Blinding Light. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIonsS: “And Saul arose © 
from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man: but they led 
him by the hand, and brought him into 
Damascus.” Saul needed just what the 
Lord gave him. It took all that to pre- 
pare him for the visit of Ananias, the 
miraculous restoration of his sight, and 
his commission. God’s seemingly ad-) 
verse ways with you are divine provi- | 
dence, and His purposes bring blessing 
Saul needed light that strong because he 
had been so very wrong. The Lord 
shines the scorching light of His right- 
eousness upon your daily sin. This is 
to give a clearer view of God Himself. 
Pray for the Northwest Mountain Mis- 
sion, Boise, Idaho. 
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